
of Southwest Florida, Inc.
nationally recognized for its outstanding speaker program

Prominent
Speaker

Programs

12:00 Noon Luncheon at The Naples Beach Hotel
12:45 p.m. Address by Speaker
1:15 p.m. Questions from the audience

** PLEASE call 436-3574 by 1-week prior if you are unable to attend **

126700 Forum Club newsletter 12 13 07.indd   1 10/8/2008   1:43:23 PM

MISSION STATEMENT  
The Forum Club’s mission is to:
• Provide a congenial meeting atmosphere for members to enjoy 
 prominent speakers in fields such as academia, business, economics, 

finance, government, health, international relations, media and the arts, 
science and technology;

• Promote the highest civic, moral and ethical standards;
• Share the “Forum Club Experience” with outstanding high school 

students in Collier County; and
• Provide scholarships to Collier County high school students.

INQUIRIES
Forum Club of Southwest Florida, Inc. (239) 436-3574

1100 Fifth Avenue South, Suite 201 Naples, Florida 34102
www.TheForumClub.org / Email@TheForumClub.org

OFFICERS

DIRECTORS

PAST PRESIDENTS
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11/7/08	     Michael J. Berland, Former C.E.O., Penn, Schoen & Berland
11/21/08	    Senator Phil Gramm, ret., Former Texas Congressman/Senator
12/12/08	    Michael Ramirez, Editorial Cartoonist, Investor’s Business Daily
1/9/09	     Vikram S. Pandit, C.E.O., Citigroup, Inc.
1/23/09	     Michael K. Farr, CNBC Commentator
1/30/09	     General John Abizaid, U.S. Army, ret., Commander, U.S. Central Command
2/13/09	     Jeffrey R. Immelt, Chairman & C.E.O., General Electric
2/20/09	     John Bul Dau, Author, “God Grew Tired of Us”, Lost Boys of Sudan
3/6/09	     Senator David F. Durenberger, ret., Founder, Nat’l. Institute of Health Policy
3/20/09	     Dr. Julie L. Gerberding, Director, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
4/3/09	     Susan Page, USA Today, Washington Bureau Chief
4/17/09	     Samuel W. Bodman, Secretary of Energy

THE FORUM CLUB OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
2008-2009 Program

REFUND AND GUEST TICKET POLICIES

President: Alan M. Horton
President Elect: Wade F. Keller

         Vice President:  Ulla Norris
Past President: Malcolm B. Chancey Jr.

Secretary: Linda H. Ottenad
Treasurer: Thomas A. Bringardner Jr.

Karna Small Bodman
James H. Brennan Jr.

Penny Briant
Shelly Church

Andrew P. DeVito
M. Kathryn Eickhoff-Smith

Joseph G. Fogg III
J. Howard Frazer

William L. Gunlicks
William E. Hoglund

Yolande C. Hsu
CJ Hueston

Kim C. Kantor
Roger D. Kempers

Marilyn Korest
Ralph S. Larsen

Josephine A. Morse
J. Richard Munro

C. Arthur Pearson, M.D.
David A. Rismiller

Michel Saadeh
C. Richard Splittorf
William F. Turner

Roy B. White

Founder		 William S. Gentry
1985               	 Leonard F. Llewellyn
1986              	 Brenda C. Wilson, Esq.
1987               	 Robert D. Stakich
1988              	 Corbin A. Wyant
1989                     Tom Shea
1990                     Alan R. Korest
1991                   	 John T. Duffner, Esq.
1992                     Joe B. Cox, Esq.
1993                     William C. Sinclair
1994            	 John M. Passidomo, Esq.
1995                     Donald J. York
1996-1997           Raymond Mueller
1997-1998           R. James Harvey
1998-1999           Carol E. Girardin
1999-2000           Thomas E. Ingram
2000-2001           Linda C. Flewelling
2001-2002           Edwin J. Putzell Jr.
2002-2003          	L. Lindsey Halstead
2003-2004           William E. Hoglund
2004-2005           Richard I. Wilson
2005-2006           Carl J. Kuehner
2006-2007           W. Wallace Abbott

Jeffrey R. Immelt is the ninth chairman of General Electric, a post he has held since
September 7, 2001.

Mr. Immelt has held several global leadership positions since coming to GE in 1982, including roles in GE’s 
Plastics, Appliance, and Medical businesses. In 1989, he became an officer of GE and joined the GE Capital 
Board in 1997. Subsequently, in 2000, Mr. Immelt was appointed president and chief executive officer.

Barron’s three times has named Mr. Immelt one of the “World’s Best C.E.O.’s.”  Since he began serving as 
chief executive officer, GE was named “America’s Most Admired Company” in a poll conducted by Fortune 
magazine, and one of “The World’s Most Respected Companies” in polls by Barron’s and the Financial Times.

Mr. Immelt is a member of The Business Council and is on the board of the New York Federal Reserve Bank.  
He earned a B.A. degree in applied mathematics from Dartmouth College in 1978 and an M.B.A. from Harvard 
University in 1982. He and his wife, Andrea, have one daughter.

Speaker:  	 Jeffrey R. Immelt – Chairman & C.E.O., General Electric
On:   		  Friday, February 13, 2009
Location:	 River of Grass Ballroom

Speaker: 	 John Dau – Author, “God Grew Tired of Us,” Lost Boys of Sudan
On:	    	 Friday, February 20, 2009
Location:	 Everglades Dining Room

One of the storied “Lost Boys of Sudan,” John Dau is featured in Christopher Quinn’s 
award-winning documentary, God Grew Tired of Us.  Born in war-torn Sudan, Mr. Dau 

is one of 27,000 boys driven from their villages when the northern Arab government attacked the ethnic 
minority population of Southern Sudan in 1987. For the next five years, he led groups of displaced boys 
across Sudan for hundreds of miles facing starvation, disease, and violence.  In 1992, Mr. Dau was placed 
in the Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya where he learned the alphabet and how to count at the age of 17.  
In 2001, he was selected to immigrate to the United States and settled in Syracuse, New York.

Following his initial culture shock, Mr. Dau took on two jobs, earned an associate’s degree and has become 
an American success story. Currently the president of the John Dau Sudan Foundation, he has founded 
three nonprofits and raised over $700,000 to build a medical clinic in his home village.  Mr. Dau co-authored 
his first book, God Grew Tired of Us: A Memoir, in 2007 and has received many prestigious awards 
including the National Geographic’s Emerging Explorers award. 

February 2009Twenty Fourth Season

If members are unable to attend a luncheon, they may notify the 
office by e-mail, mail or phone by 5:00 PM the prior Friday in 
order to qualify for a 75% refund of the ticket price.  Due to our 
guarantee to the hotel, we are unable to issue a credit after the 
deadline.  However, we still appreciate knowing if you are not 
going to use your ticket for purposes of honoring guest ticket 
requests.  Credits will be issued to members at the end of the 
season.

Guest tickets are processed in the order received and will be sold 
on an as available basis.  The availability of guest tickets is 
contingent upon members notifying the Forum Club office of their 
inability to attend a luncheon.  If space becomes available, guest 
tickets will be released.  As always, guest tickets are non-
refundable and non-returnable.

If you have any questions regarding any of the Club’s ticketing 
policies, call the Forum Club office.
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